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Seene V Capulet”s Orchard
Enter Romeo and Juliet, aloft
Jul. Wilt thou be gone? It is not yet near day.
it was the nightingale,and not the lark.
That pierced the fearful hollow of thine ear.
Nightly she sings on yond pomegranate — tree.
Believe me, love, it was the nightingele.
Rom. It was the lark, the herald of the mom.
No nightingale. Look, love, what envious streaks.
Do lace the severing clouds in yonder east.
Night’s candles are bumt out,and jocund day
Stands tiptoe on the misty mountain fops.
1 must be gone and Live, or stay and die.
Jul. Yond light is vot day light,I keow it,I;
It is some meteor that the sun exhales,
Tobelnlheethisrﬁghtatomh-—bearer,
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And light thee on thy way to Mantua;

Therefore stay yet; thou, need’ st not to be gone.
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A Discussion of Translating Shakespeare’s Plays into Chinese
ZHU Da
{Foreign Language Department, Sichuan Normal Institute, Nanchong 637002, China)

Abstract : In Shakespeare' s time, most plays perfoomed in London theatres are writien in the form of blank verse. Flexible, spontanecus and

natural, blank verse shakes off the yoke of rules and forms of the classical poetic composition. There are about 360 sorts of traditional operas
in-China, of which Beijing opera ia most populsr and influential. The operas differ in style but share commenness in Libretto——operatic “po-
etry” . Hence, when translating Shakespeare”s “poetic” plays into Chinese, one should absorh the quintessence from the traditional Chinese

operas.

Key words : iambic pentameter; blank verse; thythm; zaju; southem - tune apera; northern tune opera; equivalence



