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A Tentative Discussion on the Ecological Problems in
Combating Desertification in the Surrounding Areas of Beijing

CHEN Yufu CAI Qiangguo
Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research  CAS  Beijing 100101

Abstract The ever-increasing dust storms in northern China over the past decades have constituted a threat to the ecological security
of Beijing the capital of China. The human-induced land degradation due to the overpopulation pressure and the excessive land uti-
lization is responsible for such a situation. Ecological restoration based on re-establishing natural plant communities seems to be a fun-
damental measure in combating desertification. In this paper four problems on ecological restoration are discussed i.e. the water
demand of vegetation the impact of environmental heterogeneity on vegetation pattern the establishment of reference vegetation and
the degradation degree of grassland. The sustainable development is proposed as the goal of desertification combat in the surrounding
areas of Beijing.
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Fig.1 Causes of eco-environmental problem and approach to sustainable development
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