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On Development Path of Creative Industries in Urban Old Industrial Area in China;
A Case Study of Shijingshan, Beijing
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Abstract; The transformation and reconstruction of urban old industrial areas is always an urgent and hot topic to study. In re-
cent years, developing creative industries has become an important strategic initiative of fulfilling old industrial areas’ revitaliza-
tion in developed countries and regions. The current studies on creative transformation of old industrial areas mainly focus on the
status and effectiveness of creative transformation of old industrial zone, but seldom concern the mechanism of transformation
from theoretical perspective. In this paper, the theories of path dependence and path creation are employed as the theoretical
tools to study on the mechanism and path of the creative transformation in old industrial areas, with Shijingshan, Beijing as an
example. The paper first explains the concepts of path dependence,lock-in, path creation and their application in explaining the
transformation of old industrial areas;and then analyzes the historical origin of Shijingshan old industrial areas and its problems,
then explores the creative transformation paths of Shijingshan, putting forwards three main paths,i. e, , the industrial design and
development, digital entertainment and recreation tourism industry; finally, this paper concludes with the responsibilities that the
government should take in the transition process.

Key words: path dependence; path creation; urban old industrial areas;creative industry; Shijingshan



