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Construction of place identity and created folk festival:
a case study of ''"Yuexiu Temple Fair" in Canton

LIU Bo'"?, ZHU Hong’
(1. Guangzhou Open University, Guangzhou 510091, China;
2. Center for Cultural Industry and Cultural Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: Folk festivals usually play important roles in consolidating local groups and improving the local econ-
omy. However, various social groups who hold different opinions of the same place actively participate in the
construction of local festivals, especially the created folk festivals, and therefore different place identities are rep-
resented and negotiated. The created folk festival "Yuexiu Temple Fair" is a hybridization of the Canton (Guang-
fu) culture and the north cultural symbol of "Temple Fair (Miaohui)" from the northern parts of China. It has ac-
quired the official legitimacy and then been written with new meanings by various social groups who are active-
ly engaging in the place-making process. However, "Yuexiu Temple Fair" itself is widely contested and negotiat-
ed about whether it is Canton or non-Canton. For the above reasons, a combination of research methods includ-
ing participant observation, interview and literature analysis are adopted in this research for an in-depth explora-
tion about how the different groups: the government, the media, the experts and the ordinary people-utilize the
cultural representation power to express their understanding of Guangfu culture and construct place identity in
the context of "Yuexiu Temple Fair". The findings are as follows: City is a conflict field where multicultural
identities and place identity are negotiated and there are various cultural identities in one city. Culture is continu-
ally negotiated by different groups and there are different points of view between Guangzhou natives and new-
comers and even within each group; Meanwhile, the created folk festivals become the fields in which place iden-
tity is constructed and whose place identity is represented largely depends on who can acquire the greater power
of cultural representation. "Yuexiu Temple Fair" provides an opportunity for various actors to construct their
imagined "Guangfu culture". More specifically, the local government leads the 1st "Yuexiu Temple Fair", the me-
dia objectively reflected the views of experts and ordinary citizen groups, and during the period, the government
took an active attitude to hearken the discourse mainly on behalf of the local cultural identity. Then, native inhab-
itants in Canton, especially those holding opposite discourses successfully attracted more attention and the 2nd
"Yuexiu Temple Fair" is full of "Guangfu taste". Thus the place identity of Guangzhou natives is represented in
the "Yuexiu Temple Fair". Unfortunately, the newcomers did not make their opinions public and some newcom-
ers even felt being marginalized, so the "Yuexiu Temple Fair" may not enhance their identity to the place. In ad-
dition, the experts are relatively independent and more like bystanders of "Yuexiu Temple Fair" instead of coop-
erating with the government. This study improves understanding of the role that the created folk festivals play in
the construction of place identity theoretically and also has a positive implication for guiding the city using festi-
vals to improve cultural infusion of different groups and enhance their place identity in practice.

Key words: folk festival; place identity; cultural politics; Guangzhou



