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The Three Deciding Factors of Five—xian Gods and Its Belief

Kong Linghong
(Center for Taoist Culture Research of Zhejiang University , Hangzhou Zhejiang,310028)

Abstract: Five—xian Gods belief comes from five gods belief that have different names, such as five—tong, five—
shen, five—chang, five-lang, etc. Accordingly, there are many versions of folkflore on five gods. When the five-tong
gods belief in Wuyuan had great effect, it confered the title five—xian on it by imperial order through local gentlemen.
Wu —tong Gods was declared unorthodox, but their belief went on to propagate among the people, and variations
happened in different regions and times. In addition, Five—tong gods belief were effected by Daoism and Buddhism.
Daoism had identification with Five—xian Gods belief and with government, and endued with orthodox religion meaning.
Buddhism absorbed and changed five-xian gods belief through five—tong immortals and Hua—guang Bodhisattva, and in
turn effect that Daoism transformed five-xian gods belief. There are many temples that worshiped five—xian gods, in
which Wuyuan temple took regard as ancestral temple. ?Festival temple fair?always take place to be used to express belief

on five—xian gods.
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