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REHEIDFTE

The Subject Evolvement of the Story of the White Snake

CUI Yun-wei SUN Xu-bo
( School of Artistic Management, Shandong University of Arts, Jinan 250014, China )

Abstract: There is a variety of versions of the story of the White Snake. Three Pagodas Beside the West Lake advises people
to suppress sensual desires. The Lady of White Snake Forever Caged in the Leifeng Pogoda by Feng Menglong affirms the natural
desire of an individual to some extent, but still tells people to suppress their desires. The Leifeng Pagoda by Fang Chengpei in
essence advocates feudal ethics of loyalty and filial piety. The Story of the White Snake, a Peking opera adapted by Tian Han,
affirms the individual’s spiritual value and the rebellion against feudal oppression and restraints on love.

Key words: story of the White Snake; Three Pagodas Beside the West Lake; The Lady of White Snake Forever Caged in the
Leifeng Pogoda; legend of The Leifeng Pagoda; Peking opera The Story of the White Snake
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