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Beijing Geography in Notes on Book of Waterways

LU Jinbo

(Beijing Geological Survey, Beijing 102206)

Abstract: Abstract: Notes on Book of Waterways was an ancient and classic book on Chinese geography.

Li Daoyuan, the author of Notes on Book of Waterways, was a Fanyang’s native (current Zhuozhou or

Beijing ) in the Northern Wei Dynasty. He described the drainage system and geography around Beijing.

For example, the Book named the Juma River as Juma Water, the Dashi River as Sheng Water, the

Yongding River as Lei Water, the Qingshui River as Qingyi Water, the Wenyu River as Shiyu Water, the

Chaobai River as Baoqiu Water, the Ju River as Ju Water, the exits of the Yongding River as Qingquan

River, the Shicha Hai and Zhongnan Hai in Beijing City as Gaoliang River. The Book also described the

Fangshan as Dafangling, the Shijingshan as Liangshan, Changping County, Miyun County, Pinggu County,

Yangtoufu, Malan, Qincheng, Dule Water, Liangxiang, Juyongguan and Panshan etc. The Book not only

recorded Zhuolu(the earliest capital of China) and Jiqiu (modern Beijing), but also the Liling Weir and

Chexiang Ditch( the earliest water conservancy project in Beijing).

Keywords: KeyWords: Notes on Book of Water; Drainage system; Geography; Zhuolu; Beijing



