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The Investigation of the Social Functions of Chinese Traditional Opera in the New
Environment
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Abstract: This thesis, through an investigation of the origins and historical evolution of the att of Chinese traditional opera, analyses its
three major social functions—entertainment, propaganda and culture transmission, and its social status today. Peking opera is taken as case
study for a detailed discussion of the development of such three major social functions and, in particular, reviews some aspects of the reform
of opera since the founding of New China. By looking at different experiences of success and failure, this paper endeavors to help the
investigation of new paths for the development of opera today. Furthermore, it looks carefully into the various factors which affected the
three major social functions of opera. While taking into consideration the peculiarities of today’s culture environment, this paper aids
scholars and practitioners of traditional opera in their effort to step out of the glooming situation of traditional opera in a fast developing

society by providing them with unique concrete insights,
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