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Folk Beliefs, Society Integration and the Generation of
Regional Order: Take the Temple Fair of Fengchi Village

in Guanzhong Region as an Example
SUN Min
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430074, China) .

Abstract: The folk belief which takes the “temple” and “fair” as the material carrier in Guanzhong
region has a strong local flavor. Its central trait is the religious belief embedded deeply in common customs life.
Through a historical inspection and a processing analysis on the temple fair in Guanzhong region, this paper
finds that the embedded-folk belief have two characteristics in the process of temple building and fair going. On
the one hand, the community’s resource-integration and value-production are based mainly on the mutually
construction between man and deity. On the other hand, the integration of social elite and positive social
contacts of the village are based on an interpersonal interaction. These four forces affect each other and
constantly reproduce the endogenous order and the subjectivity order, which can offer powerful safeguard for
regional stability.

Keywords: the temple fair in Guanzhong; folk-belief; the embedded-folk belief; society integration;

the endogenous order
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