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Track out historical facts about the peace drum in the

western suburbs of Beijing
SUN Dong-hu
( Institute of history, Beijing academy of social sciences, Beijing, 100101, China)

Abstract: The peace drum in the western suburbs of Beijing which was placed on the national list of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage is a regional branch of the peace drum in northern part of China. Its origin relates
with some dances before the Tang Dynasty, but direct source is Taipinggu (i. e. the peace drum) that was
named in the Song Dynasty. This performance was prosperous in Beijing recorded by a lot of documents in the
Ming and Qing Dynasty, which means the folk art has been spread from countryside to city. However, with a
criminal case at the Daoguang period in the Qing Dynasty, the peace drum had to turn back gradually from city
to the suburbs of Beijing. 1t’s wrong of modern views which declared the peace drum spread from Beijing to the
western suburbs at last year of the Qing Dynasty. We must collect a vast amount of historical date from ancient
books so as to deeply research.

Keywords: The peace drum; The western suburbs of Beijing; historical facts; Intangible Cultural Heritage
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