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The Impact of Yong Ding River Embankment Since

Qing Dynasty over Beijing Water Environment
WU Wen-tao
(Higtory Institute, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: In order to reduce the flood threat of Yong Ding River which was easy-silting and easy-dike-
bursting, the government of Qing dynasty inherited the flood management strategy for embanking the river after Jin,
Yuan and Ming dynasty. The large-scale embankment in the year 37 of Kangxi (1698), and the reinforcement and
maintenance of the dike afterward has reduced the flood threat to the capital, but also brought a series of changes to
the water environment of Beijing. By presenting the historical evidences of vicissitudinous water environment in
Beijing area since embankment in Qing dynasty, this article draws a picture of the profound influence of the Yong
Ding River embankment on the regional environment, therefore enhances the reconsideration for the impacts of some
significant historical hydraulic engineering projects on the entire environment.

Keywords: Yong Ding River; embankment; water environment; impact
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