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Legitimacy of Ritual and Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Myth
YANG Li—hui
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract;: The present paper explores how myths and mythical elements are deconstructed and reconstructed in recent 20
years to testify the legitimacy of temple fairs. The author reflects on the deficiencies of Myth and Ritual School and suggests
looking into the relationship between myth and ritual in a "dynamically interacting process. " It is found that the strategies of
utilizing myth to obtain the legitimacy during the "folk culture revival tide" in recent 20 years are varied, and the process of
attaining legitimacy is full of interaction and negotiation of various powers. Yet "the folk" is not homogeneous toward the le-
gitimacy of temple fair. The paper also calls on research on myth in contemporary society.

Key words:myth; deconstruction and reconstruction; ritual; legitimacy; dynamically interacting process; strategy



