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A General Idea and Behind;
Doing Charitable Deeds for Merit Accumulation in the Temple Fairs
ZHAOQO Shi—yu
(History Depattment, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In e sense, the idea on doing charitable deeds for merit accumaulation during the Ming—Qing
period was shared by the educated elite and the populace, which was clearly shown on the steles in Capital’s
Dongyue Temple and other temples with Mount Tai worship. Different social groups practiced it in the
religious, ceremonial activities in different ways, end they slso atgued its rationality and significance with
different religious ideas. This reflected people's general identification on the social moral crisis that time. Of
course there were varied intentions and motives behind the familiar behavior, and this would clue us to the
understanding of some more complicated and detailed questions about the Capital society in the Ming —Qing
perioal,

Key words: doing charitable deeds for merit accumulation; Mount Tai worship; stele marerials
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