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The Formation of the River Systems in the Area of Three Hills and

Five Gardens in the Qing Dynasty
ZHAOQO Lian-wen
( The Institute of Three Hills and Five Gardens at Beijing Union University, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Three Hills and Five Gardens are located in the northwestern Beijing area, which has abundant
rainfall. It used to be the place throughwhich Yongding River flowed about 7000 — 5000 years ago. It has
abundant underground water resources. Besides, there is much limestone in Xishan area and many caves which
have strong permeability, forming Yuquan Hill and Wanquan River two major river systems. Beautiful
geographical environment also attracted the rulers in the Qing Dynasty to build a lot of royal gardens here. To meet
the needs of the gardens’ water usage, they used the achievements of the previous building water conservancy
projects, launching large — scale artificial transformation to the river systems in the Three Hills and Five Gardens
area during the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong periods in the Qing Dynasty. They dredged Kunming Lake and
Wanquan River and integrated the upstream spring water of Yuquan Hill. The Qianlong period saw the significant
change and basic formation of river systems in Three Hills and Five Gardens area. The consecutive rulers
essentially maintained this pattern and made no big changes.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Three Hills and Five Gardens; River system (%4 HEH)
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