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On the Establishment of Zhili Watercourse Governor in Qing Dynasty

Zheng Minde
{College of History Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Zhili watercourse governor in Qing Dynasty was also called north river watercourse governor or Zhili
water conservancy watercourse governor. He is the highest administrator who was in charge of the water conser-
vancy and water affairs in Zhili, the capital city and its environs in the periods of Yongzheng, Qianlong in Qing
Dynasty. The governor not only assumed such tasks as repairing and harnessing the rivers and lakes, combating a
flood and hurrying to rescue, etc, in Yongding River, Ziya River, Hai River, Canals, and East and West Ding Riv-
er, etc, but also took the great responsibilities of urging and saving boats for transporting grains, maintaining public
order and guarding security, managing the conservancy workers. This article tries to reveal the situation of Qing
Dynasty ’ s administrating water affairs in Zhili areas by researching and analyzing the establishment, function and
withdrawal of the Zhili watercourse governor.

Key words: Zhili watercourse governor; canal; the Qing Dynasty; water conservancy



