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The leading fashion of Yangzhou during the reign of the Qianlong Emperor of Qing Dynasty

historical inspiration for building the city of culture, education and leisure
FENG Er - kang
( Center for Chinese Social History Studies, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The thriving of Yangzhou in Qing Dynasty lasted almost a hundred years from the late years of Kangxi’ s reign,
through Yongzheng’ s and Qianlong’s reign, to the early years of Jiaqing’ s reign, and reached a peak during the reign of the
Qianlong Emperor. Yangzhou created a civilization which was superior to the rest of China in many aspects during the High
Qing Era, more specifically in the following aspects. First, its gardens and floriculture led the world. Second, it created the
cooking style of Huaiyang cuisine, and its teahouse was uncomparable. Third, it emphasized on cosmetic and fitness; the
technic of its bath, massage and hairdressing industries was consummate; its perfume products were world — renowned.
Fourth, in Yangzhou the opera, which satisfies all senses, thrived, and it was where the Peking opera originated. Fifth, it set
up academies with great enthusiasm and achieved great success in education. Sixth, its Confucian classics, literature and his-
tory study developed and generated Yangzhou School; it also had rich book collection and first — class printing industry. Last-
ly, the construction of its prefectural city was prominent. The daily life activities of Yangzhou people showed their preference
to culture quality and art taste. Their life style led the fashion and influenced the rest of China. Today, the spirit and tradition
of pursuing elegant life of Yangzhou people is the precious spiritual legacy and culture resources for building a cultural and ed-
ucational city.

Key words: Yangzhou; the High Qing Era; fashion; the best of the world; culture and leisure
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